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It Happens to Almost All of Us
I believe it happens to almost all of us at some point or
another. We return home from a wonderful trip and are so
excited to share our photos with friends and family, eager to
show details of the experiences we have enjoyed. With the
benefits of social media, many snapshots and short video
clips can actually be posted live or soon after a special
moment, but most of the time vast numbers of additional
pictures of scenery, landmarks, events or special occasions
and memories will still be in the camera. Then with all the
catching up to do when you get back home... emails, snail
mail, appointments, work or school, and laundry, seldom do
we have time to do too much more than download those
treasured images into a file on our computer.
What a shame.
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Images of these moments that brought us so much joy, now
sit quietly hidden in a little folder among dozens of other files,
and get lost in the background of our computers and our
minds. Daily busy life starts to move into our hearts where
those joyful moments were only days ago. And the longer
time passes, the less of a desire or opportunity there is to do
something productive with the photos, or even revisit them.
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Confessions of a Professional Photographer
As I was a professional photographer during the transition
into the digital age, I felt the astounding impact digital
photography had on our industry. With the film camera, we
had to be careful to get the shot just right as we looked into
the viewfinder, and although I often took multiple shots, I
was very aware each click of the shutter was costing me
something. Once I bought my first digital camera (and
I admit it was hesitantly), I discovered a whole new way
of approaching the art. Yes, I still take my time, and I am
still abundantly aware and mindful of the right angle, the
background, and the lighting, but I admit there is absolutely
no hesitancy or concern for taking a shot that might not work.
After all, it’s digital, and I can delete whatever I don’t need 		
				
...without it costing me a penny.
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Most professional photographers will admit they take many
more shots than they need to, but this gives us a very big
advantage when we sit down to review all the images and
select our favorites. The slightest blur, the tiniest variance
in facial expression, or the perfect
connection with the eyes of our
subject can make a big difference
to us. We see things many people
do not. We choose one specific
image out of a dozen that most
people would never notice is
better than another shot, but that
is because now we easily can.
There are many benefits of shooting
pictures in the digital age… faster
cameras can capture series shots
of an action, multiple shots of a
still object allow for more perfect
selection by the artist, and it is
simpler and less expensive for
anyone and everyone to bring home
lots of memories to keep forever.
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So how do we get from having an abundance of digital
files on our computer, full of our favorite shots of our favorite
moments, into a system or format where we can easily access
and enjoy those memories? I hope I can help.
There are a few guidelines I believe would be universal for all
photographers... professional, amateur, casual or beginner.
Keep reading...
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1) Sort Them as Soon as Possible
The longer you wait to organize your photos, the less you will
feel the strong emotions of those moments. After you are
immersed back into your routine, the less you are focused on
that trip or event, and the less of a priority it will seem to you.
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2) Schedule Time for Organizing
I have found the best way to ensure I will have time to sort
and edit my photos, is to schedule editing days on my
calendar as part of the vacation break or event timetable. If
you have a five-day trip planned… Monday through Friday,
it will be difficult to come home and do your chores on
Saturday and Sunday, get ready for work on Monday, and
still have an opportunity to spend time with your photos. As
excited as you may be about sharing your pictures, life usually
finds a way to distract you. I am aware of my need to allow
an additional two days after each trip to catch up on chores,
and then schedule at least an additional three to five days for
editing before I work on anything new or make appointments.
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The amount of time needed for organizing and editing will
depend upon each job, trip or event. Of course a weekend
trip to the mountains would not require as much time as a
three-week trip to Italy, for instance. So estimate your timing
at first. The more you do this, the more accurately you’ll be
able to reserve the timeframe you will need for sorting your
photos.

3) Organize by Day or Activity
Once you have the large photo
dump on your computer, decide
on the best way to group your
shots. If you are on a ten-day
vacation, you may want to set
up a folder for each day. If you
are doing several activities each
day, perhaps do smaller groups
of images within those days
in more folders, labeling with
the activity. If you have photos
from one day’s event, such as
a wedding, you may want to
group them by stages… before
the wedding, the ceremony, and
then the reception. I find doing
this helps me be sure to include
photos from each stage of the
event. Sometimes on my long
trips, I have to use the itinerary
to keep things in order and label
them correctly.
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4) Go Through a “First Glance Sort” First
Most of the time when I am shooting a location, I make a
mental note in my head when I know I have captured a
special shot. Perhaps the wild animal glances at me for a
split second, and I realize I caught him looking right into the
camera. Perfect! Or maybe the sunset splashed a touch of
red for a quick moment before the sky turned a cobalt blue.
When I get back to my computer and download, I remember
those special shots. If time allows, I may drag that whole
series into a separate folder and give it a special name so
I can refer back to it when I’m selecting favorites. If I don’t
have time to do that, I just select one or two from that series
as a place-holder, and I can revisit that group when I am
ready to select the perfect image from that moment.
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Once I get all my images organized in separate folders by
event or timeframe, I do a quick scroll with large thumbnails
and collect my favorites of those into a sub-folder in each file.
Some may not be the best composition or the most clearly
focused, but I can usually pick out quickly the ones that
made my heart skip a beat, the ones I have an emotional
attachment to, or the ones I feel are exactly what my client
may be looking for. Once I start editing, if I see it’s not as
sharp as I’d like or if I think there may be a better expression,
I can go back and find the best shot in that series. Whether I
do the scrupulous examination before the first draft picks or
after they have been placed in my selected batch, at least I
have included a placement for that image in my first glance
grouping. These are usually labeled “first batch.”
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This is usually a fairly large collection, so my
next step is to try to select a much smaller
number of favorites from those groups. Perhaps
I would choose a total of 20. This amount would
be a reasonable number to edit details,
				re-format and post, or
				

share with my friends in

				

a facebook album. I usually

				label these as “Favorites.”
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Working with a smaller group of photos
is much less daunting. I can spend an
hour working on these, rather than
being overwhelmed by hundreds of
shots… with my computer slowing down
or dragging because of the number of
files I would actively be editing.
© Never the Rock Photography

5) Considerations
In professional photography, there are different objectives for
different jobs. But there are some general guidelines that may
help you choose a better shot in any situation. Read on...
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a) Expression
Sometimes the best shot to reveal a priceless expression may
not be centered perfectly or be perfectly straight. Remember
images can be cropped to re-center or zoomed-in for a
better composition when editing. Look for what will make that
particular shot special and select those.
b) Quality
It certainly makes a big difference when photos are sharply
focused and clear. If you have a beautiful smiling face
against a lovely iconic background, it’s not going to have as
great of an impact if it’s blurry or the lighting is poor. Look for
images that reflect your subject in the best way.
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c) Background
Although some background clutter can be edited out, if you
have a series of great images to choose from, try to find the
one which will provide the simplest editing job for your first
batch of selected photos. In
a series of family shots or
photos of groups,
choose the one
where the majority
of people look really
good, then you will
have minimal editing
to do on that shot.
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d) Narrow it down.
I notice many photographers upload their shots to share and
include everything. While it can be easier to upload photos
as a group, try to choose only one from each series. Take
the time to find the best one and it will stand out as a more
impactful image than if it is sandwiched between seven or
eight shots that are very similar. If you can’t decide between
a few, edit them together as a sequence into one image,
such as in a collage of three. Perhaps crop them differently to
keep them from all looking the same. I seldom post two similar
shots, even if one is black-and-white. Choose your favorite
and go with it.

6) Edit Your First Group of “Favorites” as an Overview
Once you have your images narrowed down to a small
group, (a few from each folder totalling maybe 20), you will
be less overwhelmed and can more easily manage the time
to edit them or prepare them for sharing. You may want to
include more and add to your album later, but at least this first
batch helps you to feel productive, and you can start getting
responses from your friends. Usually after my first group has
been posted, I find the comments inspire me to make the time
to work on a second batch, or what I like to call “Seconds” or
my “B roll.” By doing the same process again to narrow down
my images, I only have to allow a small amount of time to get
them done.
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7) Label Files Clearly
If you choose to store your
images on your computer,
be sure to label the folders
effectively so that you
can access them easily. I
have several folders inside
each trip file and know
immediately how to access
the best images that have
been edited and sorted.
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8) Keep Them Alive
Once you have organized your photos, edited your favorites
and posted them for your friends to see, don’t let them slip
away into the background of your life. I appreciate facebook
posting my memories from a year ago, but I certainly do not
want to rely upon them to get me to think about a special
vacation I have invested much time and money into for my
enjoyment. How can those images serve you the most?
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Think about your lifestyle. Which options would be most
practical to allow you to revisit your memories easily and
often? If you were to make a photobook of your favorite
images, would that book sit in a prominent place in your
home, such as on the coffee table, or would it go on a
bookshelf or desk that would get covered up with mail and
catalogs? If you were to make a video to share with your
friends when they come over for dinner, how often would
you watch it? If you made prints from the images and added
them to a collage frame, or selected your favorite two or
three and made large format canvas prints, would you
appreciate them each time you walked by and saw them?

Consider the best location.
If you created canvas prints
of your photos, should they
hang in your office, or would
you enjoy them more often
in another living space?
Would it encourage and
inspire conversation if
they were displayed in
the dining room? Perhaps
a soothing image from an
exotic vacation may help
you relax in the bedroom
before you go to sleep, or in
a space where you do
meditation or bible reading.
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Think about your daily activities and your family’s routine
to discover the best and most useful way to utilize those
amazing photos, and let those memories live long throughout
your busy days.
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If going through your vacation or event photos just seems
too daunting for you, consider investing in a professional
to provide that service for you. If you have devoted your
time, money and energy into a trip or activity that is now a
special part of your life’s memories, it is a significant personal
experience. You surely do not want to under-value the
importance of those images. They will be a vivid reminder to
some of the most meaningful moments in your life.
A professional photographer can help you identify the
images that capture the beauty, color, and quality in your
photographs while choosing the significantly joyful and
meaningful moments. With state-of-the-art software, minor
adjustments can be made to improve images... such as
lighting, cropping images to focus on important details, and
correcting little imperfections that will overall improve an
image’s balance, effect or appearance.
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Utilizing a professional to help organize your photos
can be very beneficial, relieving stress and providing
a great service beyond mere organization. It can
enable you to re-live the moments that are most
special to you and your family.
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However you choose to get the most out of your
photos, I encourage you to make the effort to 		
get it done. Years from now you will be glad
							 you did, but you will
also be able to
enjoy them all
along the way.
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